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This new Mustang LX 
Isn't as innocent as it looks! 



This '85 Mustang LX doesn't look too 
fierce. No stripes, no scoops, right? There- 
fore not much horsepower, right? Wrong! 



A speedometer reading to 140 mph is 
available as a factory option. If you order 
a 5-liter LX, you're going to need it! 




All the label says is "Mustang LX," But 
what the accelerator pedal says is "Wow!" 

This car is the definitive sleeper. 
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Yes, that's really a dual exhaust system. 
And, yes, it's a factory feature, complete 
with stainless steel headers. 

It's the automotive equivalent of 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, or a 
wolf in sheep*s clothing. It's the 
sleeper, a car that looks like an 
ordinary grocery getter, but can bring 
home the bacon from more than just 
the market. 

For 1985, Ford is offering a classic 
example of a sleeper. It consists of the 
renowned 5-liter, high-output V8 
package in the conservative but light- 
weight Mustang LX coupe. In the 
engine compartment reside 302 cubic 
inches of old-fashioned V8 with a 
4-barrel carburetor, roller cam, and 
dual exhausts with stainless steel 
headers, providing 210 rear-wheel 
horsepower to move the 3000-lb. car. 





Five liters of well-tuned small-block 
Ford power mean one thing: Performance! 
The car takes the l /**mlle in 14,3 seconds. 
The headlight covers are from Extang and 
attach without drilling. They improve the 
car's aerodynamics as well as its looks. 



And move it does! 

The floor-shifted manual transmis- 
sion has five, not four, forward gears 
with gas-saving overdrive in fifth, in a 
housing of high-tensile aluminum 
rather than cast iron. A 2 -speed ac- 
cessory drive, governed by an electro- 
magnetic clutch, reduces the power 
drained from the engine at high rpm 
by the alternator, power steering, air 
conditioning compressor and so forth. 

The high-output engine is sup- 
ported by the advanced chassis 
features that have made recent 
Mustang GTs famous. It includes 
recalibrated spring and shock rates, . 
anti-sway bars, extra quick power 
steering with increased feedback, a 
limited-slip differential, and wide- 
section V-rated tires. 

The suspension is particularly so- 
phisticated, with a four-shock arrange- 
ment at the rear originally developed 
for the Mustang SVO, urethane 
bushings, and tuneable front-end 
geometry. 

All these mechanical marvels can be 
clothed not in the high-profile Mustang 
GT but in the inconspicuous LX. The 
car's explosive potential isn't betrayed 
by dazzling hood stripes, perimeter 

Continued on page 85 



BILL OF MATERIALS FOR A SLEEPER 




Order Code, 


Vendor 


Item 


Part Number 






or Description 




Mustang 2-door body 


P26 


Ford Motor Co. Dearborn, MI 


LX trim series 


602 




Medium charcoal metallic paint 


E 




5.0L "4-V HO V-8 engine package 


99M 




5-speed manual transmission 


445 




Console (req'd with LX 2 door) 


184 




P205/70 VR 14 BSW Tires ' 


T54 




' Wheels - styled road 1 


65M 




3.08 Trac-lok axle ratio 


453 




HD battery - engine block 


13H 




Air conditioning - manual 


572 




AM/FM 4 spkr stereo cassette 


587 




Premium sound system 


913 




Glass - tinted 


923 




Light /convenience group 


943 




McGard anti-theft lock nuts 


E2AZ-1A043-A 




; 140 mph SVO speedometer 


E4ZZ 17255-B 




Headlight covers 


'83-'85 Mustang 


Extang Corp., Ann Arbor, Ml 


High security ignition lock 


FL-l-B 


Lock Techn., New Rochelle, NY 


Locking gas cap 


307-VP 


Rex Autom. Prods., Dixon, 1L 


Large door protectors (pair) 


7516 


Allison Corp., Livingston, NJ 


Splash guards (two pair) 


RSG-713 


Groboski Aec. Dlv., Sheffield. PA 


2 * blind spot mirror 


8222 


Allison Corp., Livingston, NJ 


Note: mid-year configuration change requires cast aluminum wheels and lS^inch tires with the 


carbureted 5.0 L H.O. V8. 
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THE SLEEPER 

ground effects, fog lamps, spoilers or 
mag wheels. 

Of course, the specimen we show 
here does have a few aftermarket 
touches that almost blow its cover- 
almost, but not quite! 

The headlight covers, which im- 
prove both aerodynamics and looks, 
are a product of Extang Corp. and re- 
quire no drilling to mount; they attach 
with velcro. The other additions are 
not so obvious and include a special 
ignition lock, locking gas cap, door 
protectors, splash guards and a blind- 
spot mirror. Particulars of these, as 
well as the factory options on the car, 
are shown in the accompanying "Bill 
of Materials." 

How does this sleeper perform? Very 
nicely, thank you. With an optional 
3.08 axle in place of the standard 2.73, 
our 5-liter LX consistently achieves 
0-to-60 times of 6.6 seconds and stan- 
ding 1/4-mile runs of 14.3 seconds. As 
for top speed, it nudges 140 mph, ac- 
cording to an optional SVO speed- 
ometer available from Ford in place of 
the stock 85-mph unit. 

We've saved the best for last. 
Because the LX is an attractive but 
essentially no-frills package, you can 
have all of this for as little as $9000. 



